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A Global Perspective 

everyone to be moved by, 
inspired by and challenged 
by, which is what I love in 
a good show,” said Angela 
Pease, a featured artist and 
UNI alumna.
 Along with the alumni 
exhibition, two of  the fea-
tured artists presented lec-
tures and one more lecture is 
yet to come. Inok Kalkwarf  
gave a talk titled “Discovering 
Identity through Cultural 
Synergy,” Margaret Whiting 
spoke on “Art as a Medium for 
Environmental Awareness” 
and Angela Pease will be 

giving a lecture Jan. 26 on 
her past work to the present, 
what inspires her and why she 
makes the work that she does.
 “When I was approached 
by the gallery director, Darrell 
Taylor, I was both honored 
and excited to be included,” 
Pease said. 
 One unique aspect of  not 
only the current exhibition 
but of  the entire series of  
exhibitions this year is that 
they all feature UNI alum-
ni. Also, the Annual Juried 
Student Art Exhibit at the 
end of  the semester will be 
juried by alumni. This will 
allow current art majors or 
any students interested in a 
future in art the opportunity 

to see how success is possible, 
and to be inspired by their 
predecessors. 
 “It’s important to know 
that the department contin-
ues to support the students 
it sees off  into the world,” 
Pease said. “It’s important for 
current students to see that 
you can graduate and be suc-
cessful and make really inter-
esting work. It’s important to 
give alumni an opportunity 
to share their work with cur-
rent students and those that 
served as mentors at such an 
important time in their lives.” 
 As an alumna, Pease urges 
all students to proactively 
soak it all up: departmental 
experiences, outside expe-

riences and relationships 
with your peers. According 
to Pease, the most moving 
moments are often the least 
expected and come from the 
most unlikely of  people and 
places. 
 “Keep an open mind and 
stay hungry for experience,” 
she said.
 The UNI Art Gallery is 
located on the main floor of  
the Kamerick Art Building 
and is open from 9 a.m. to 
9 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday; 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday; and noon to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday.

“Murder,” “war,” “hunger” 
and “refugee” are most likely 
not words that pop into most 
students’ minds when they 
think back on their child-
hoods. 
 But for University of  
Northern Iowa junior family 
services major Jekow Olieny, 
this scary mental picture 
was a reality for most of  his 
young life.  
 A southern Sudan native, 
Olieny was exposed to the 
civil war overtaking the 
African country from the day 
he was born.  The larger 
northern Sudan region is 
made up of  mostly Muslims 
who are trying to gain power 
over the largely non-Muslim 
southern Sudan. This is the 
second civil war this country 
has seen, with the first one 
beginning in 1955 and the 
current war continuing from 
1983. 

 “If  I were to go back 
to southern Sudan today, I 
would not even recognize 
anything because it has all 
been destroyed,” Olieny said.
 Although millions of  peo-
ple have died in this geno-

cide, Olieny and his two sib-
lings were fortunate enough 
to escape to a refugee camp 
in Ethiopia. He lost both of  
his parents in the war when 
he was very young. 
 “The conditions at the 
refugee camp were not 
good,” Olieny said. “There 
was never enough clothing 
or medicine, and we had to 
go out and kill animals with 
rocks and spears so that we 
could have something to 
eat.” 
 In July 2000, Olieny and 
his siblings were rescued by 
the United Nations from the 
camp and sent to the United 
States.  
 “When we arrived in the 
United States, we did not 
speak any English and we 
had no one to translate for 
us,” Olieny said. 
 Luckily, he had a rela-
tive living in Cedar Rapids 
who took the displaced fam-
ily members in. Although he 
had never attended school 
before, Olieny enrolled in 
high school and graduated 
in 2004. 
 “I grew up on a farm, so I 
never thought about school 
as a child,” Olieny said. 
 After receiving his 
Associate in the Arts 
degree from Iowa Central 
Community College in 2007, 
Olieny ran cross country at 
Mount Mercy University 
before transferring to UNI 
this past September. He 
plans to graduate in May 
2012 and eventually earn a 
master’s degree in counsel-
ing. 
 “I want to use my story to 
create awareness on our cam-
pus,” Olieny said. “Everyone 
should be conscious that 
there are students that come 
from different countries here 
at UNI, and some of  them 
have things like this going 
on back home. We need to be 
aware of  what is going on 

in the world around us, and 
not just be concerned with 
what is going on here in the 
United States.” 
 Olieny hopes that by shar-
ing his personal story, he can 
help other students to realize 
the severity of  this situation 
and other similar situations 
happening in the world out-
side of  Cedar Falls.
 “I am so lucky to be safe 
and living here in the United 
States, but I don’t ever want 
to feel like I am ‘better’ than 
anyone back home now 
that I am here, and forget 
about what is happening to 
the people in my country,” 
Olieny said. “I have a clear 
picture in my head about 
how we used to live and what 
is still going on in Sudan. 
I hope to travel back there 
someday.” 
 The divided country 
is still trying to come to 
terms on a referendum that 
will stop the war and allow 
each half  of  the country 
to have its own president 
and religion. The official 
results of  the current refer-
endum in negotiation will be 
announced Feb. 6.
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 When students think 
about their college experi-
ences, many stories imply a 
“never do” list. 
 Each student and staff  
member at the University of  
Northern Iowa probably car-
ries different ideas of  what 
not to do during their college 
years. 
 Donna Wood, a philosophy 
and world religions professor, 
stated that students should 
never give up on the belief  
that students can make the 
world a better place. Everyone 
has the opportunity to become 
inspired here at UNI from all 
the clubs and programs. 
 She also believes students 
should never “believe that 
their high school friends are 
the only people worth know-
ing.”  Wood explained that 
students need to take advan-
tage of  the chance to meet 
amazing people during col-
lege.
 According to Tyler 
Terpstra, assistant manag-
er of  the Rialto, the college 
experience can have a huge 
impact on a student’s life.
 “Students should never 
take for granted what they 
are doing right now, because 
it will be remembered and 
appreciated long after grad-
uation day,” Terpstra said. 
“Make this moment extraor-
dinary!” 
 Junior resident assistant 
and communicative disor-
ders major Mary Alice Seaba 
believes that students should 
never miss out on great 
opportunities. She suggests 
that students get involved in 
clubs and meet new people. 
 English language and lit-
erature instructor Corrine 
Holke-Farnam revealed 
a memorable “never do” 
moment, telling students to 
“never leave (their) cell phone 
on in class (because) the pro-
fessor might read your texts.”
 Mitch Sweet, a senior 
criminology major, advised 

students to not “get into a 
fight at a bar.” 
 Senior communication 
major Steffany Deemer sug-
gested that students avoid 
“party(ing) on the week-
nights.” 
 Kayla Ross, a freshman 
elementary and middle level 
major, warned students to 
never leave their keys in their 
doors. Freshman elemen-
tary education major Jessica 
Heidemann said students 
should never “leave (their 

rooms) without an umbrella 
when it’s raining.”  
 For students who doubt 
that professors know when 
you’re slacking a bit, Gerri 
Perreault’s comments will 
make you think twice. The 
communications studies pro-
fessor explained that it is 
obvious when a student has 
not read the assignment. She 
also feels that students should 
not “text through class.”
 Justin Nisser, a senior 
accounting major, said that 
students should never pro-
crastinate. 
 Students who hope to 
learn more about things they 
should “never do” can ask 
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